Focal tuberculosis of the liver with local hemorrhage in a patient with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Tuberculosis of the liver is common in patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Tuberculous liver granulomas in such patients are usually atypical. The liver granulomas may be even totally absent, but liver tissue usually reveals numerous acid-fast bacilli. Focal tuberculosis of the liver is a less common form of liver tuberculous infection. We present a 33-year old white homosexual man infected with the human immunodeficiency virus. He had three tumour-like lesions in the left liver lobe, which were subsequently diagnosed as focal hepatic tuberculosis with local hemorrhage. This unusual presentation of liver tuberculosis indicates the necessity of an aggressive diagnostic approach for the evaluation of focal liver lesions in patients with AIDS.